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Neither Westepi scholarship nor ritualistic learning
las succeeded in eliminating the psychological and
ethical value of the hymns, but they have both
tended in different degrees to minimise it. Western
scholars minimise because they feel uneasy whenever
ideas that are not primitive seem to insist on their
presence in these primeval utterances; they do
not hesitate openly to abandon in certain
passages interpretations which they adopt in others
and which are admittedly necessitated by their own
philological and critical reasoning because^ if admit-
ted always, they would often involve deep and
subtle psychological conceptions which cannot have
occurred to primitive minds! Sayana minimises
because his theory of Vedic discipline was not ethical
righteousness with a moral and spiritual result but
i^flcbflTiica] performance of ritual -with a material
reward. But, in spite of these efforts of suppression,
the lofty ideas of the Vedas still reveal themselves
in strange contrast to its alleged burden of fantastic
naturalism or dull ritualism. The Vedic godheads
are constantly hymned as Masters of Wisdom,
Power, Purity, purifiers, healers of grief and evil,
destroyers of sin and falsehood* warriors for the
truth; constantly the Rishis pray to them for healing
and purification, to be made seers of knowledge,
possessors of the truth, to be upheld in the divine law,
to be assisted and armed with strength, manhood and
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